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November 16, 2017

Senator Richard Shelby

Chairman

Commerce, Justice, Science Appropriations
Subcommittee

Senate Appropriations Committee
Washington, DC 20510

Senator Jeanne Shaheen

Ranking Member

Commerce, Justice, Science Appropriations
Subcommittee

Senate Appropriations Committee
Washington, DC 20510

Congressman John Culberson

Chairman

Commerce, Justice, Science Appropriations
Subcommittee

House Appropriations Committee
Washington, DC 20515

Congressman Jose Serrano

Ranking Member

Commerce, Justice, Science Appropriations
Subcommittee

House Appropriations Committee
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Senators Shelby and Shaheen and Congressmen Culberson and Serrano:

As you consider the final Fiscal Year 2018 funding measure, we urge you to support the

increased funding request submitted by the Secretary of Commerce for an additional $187
million to support 2020 Census activities—an important initial down payment towards the
additional $3.3 billion the Administration says the Census needs over the next three years to
conduct a fair, complete, accurate and successful 2020 Census.

In his recent testimony, Secretary Ross indicated the bulk of the proposed $187 million increase
for the next fiscal year will be devoted to the ongoing planning and buildout of the IT systems
needed to make the next decennial less costly to the American taxpayer. We support this action;
however, we believe the Congress should add to the Department’s request.

No funds are included in the revised FY 2018 Census Bureau budget for timely development of
the full advertising campaign, launch of the Partnership Program, restoring cancelled field tests
in rural areas, or to adapt operations to remedy the impact of disasters in Texas, Florida, Puerto
Rico and California that increase the risk of an incomplete census count in those communities.
The new request does not include sufficient funding for historic numbers of partnership
specialists, who help state and local officials and trusted community leaders support census
operations through focused outreach and promotion to their constituencies. These operations
help reduce costs by boosting self-response and increase accuracy by targeting messages to
historically hard-to-count communities. We strongly urge additional funding for these important
activities in the final Omnibus funding measure for Fiscal 2018.

As members and supporters of the Census Project (http://www.thecensusproject.org) — a diverse
network of census stakeholders including business, civil rights, state and local government,
education, housing, health, labor, and human services interests — we have previously expressed
the need for greater investment in planning for the decennial census. Our diverse coalition has
urged Congress to provide the Census Bureau with “robust” funding to support critical Census
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2020 preparations in FY 2018—including the End to End Readiness tests which were cut back
by Census leadership after earlier funding requests were not fulfilled.

The FY 2018 appropriations process is a just-in-time opportunity to remedy these oversights and
get our Constitutionally-mandated 2020 census back on track. Thank you for considering our
views in these important matters.

Sincerely,
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