







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































CHAPTER VI1  COOPERATIVE ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN GOVERNMENTAL AND
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

Report on Cooperation Between Governmental and Non-Governmental Organizations

James Bonnen opened the session by noting the difficulties of the topic.
The difficulties arise, he said, from the fact that the topic presents
questions of the relationships among institutions as well as among different
kinds of professionals. The non-governmental sector involves many different
kinds of actors and roles, and this presents questions of (1) who the actors
are, (2) the ends toward which their cooperation is desired, and (3) the
appropriate institutional fabric for cooperation.

Milos Macura summarized his paper, which had been distributed in ad-
vance, and the discussion was an elaboration of several of the themes he
developed in his presentation:

1. The nature of the statistical community has changed enor-

mously since World War 11, due to the growth of non=-governmental

organizations engaged in the production and analysis of statistical

data. The statistical community now includes, in addition to
government, large numbers of commercial, financial, and industrial
institutions, associations of these institutions, university de-
partments of statistics, economics, and other social sciences,
university~based survey centers, private research centers and

polling organizations, professional societies, councils of social

science research, international organizations both public and pri=

vate, and many others.

2. This 'powerful new companion'' consists of organizations which

are important producers both of statistics and of new statistical

methodology. Their effect may be seen in the feedback of their
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work on statistical theory and data production.

3. It is essential that adequate means be developed for the parti-
cipation of these organizations in the building, modifying, and
coordinating of national systems of statistical information.

L.  The utilization of statistics outside government has out-
stripped even the rapid growth in the production of statistics,
making it essential that major users, whether or not they are pro-
ducers as well, play a fuller role in the design of government-
operated data systems.

5. In the relating of all these interests, there is a key role to
be played by professional associations and other groups suited to
the fostering of scientific and technical exchange.

The ''powerful new companion'

The contributions of non-governmental analysis were illustrated by
the development of national income accounting, input-output analysis,
seasonal adjustment, time-use studies, and demographic measures such as
cohort fertility, all of which, and more, have been taken over by govern-
ment statistical agencies after their development outside government. The
role played by non-governmental producers of statistics was underlined by
one participant's surmise that in the United States more interviews are
conducted by non-governmental than by governmental survey organizations.
The modal way in which government users obtain single-time survey data is
to secure the services of non-governmental survey organizations.

There was some discussion of the circumstances under which government
statistical agencies assume résponsibility for data series developed out-

side government. A government participant suggested that this happens
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