April 4, 2011

The Honorable Daniel Inouye
Chairman

Senate Appropriations Committee
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Hal Rogers
Chairman

House Appropriations Committee
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Thad Cochran
Vice Chairman

Senate Appropriations Committee
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Norm Dicks
Ranking Member

House Appropriations Committee
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairmen Inouye and Rogers and Ranking Members Cochran and Dicks:

The undersigned organizations, which represent research universities and institutions, medical
schools and teaching hospitals, scientists, patients, and other supporters of medical research, strongly
oppose the statutory mandates in H.R.1 that dictate the number and size of grant awards to be funded by
the National Institutes of Health (NIH). We have grave concerns about the restrictions H.R. 1 places on
NIH’s ability to distribute funding effectively based on the best science and public health. In addition,
we believe these mandates will exacerbate the negative consequences of the $1.6 billion funding cut
included in H.R. 1. That cut will result in devastating consequences for the millions of patients awaiting
the treatment or cure that only federally supported medical research can provide, as well as to the
progress of scientists across the nation who compete for NIH funds.

The extraordinary improvements in health that have resulted from NIH-funded research are a
credit to the efficient and competitive award system that is the envy of the world. NIH Institutes and
Centers have the flexibility to make the type and size of awards that are best suited to meeting our
current health challenges and scientific opportunities, based on the merit of the science, input from the
research community, and health needs of the nation. This allows NIH to respond quickly to emerging
infectious diseases, such as SARS or HIN1 influenza, to seek out the best and the brightest individual
investigators to foster breakthrough discoveries, and to invest wisely and thoughtfully in the most
promising areas of cutting-edge science. If NIH is to continue to fund the highest quality research and
the next generation of talented researchers in the most effective manner possible, Congress should not
tie the hands of the agency by setting arbitrary boundaries on the number and size of awards.

NIH plays an enormous role in our nation’s health and economic security, forms the cornerstone
of our biodefense, and is the foundation of our global dominance in biomedical innovation. Crippling
this critical agency by cutting its funding while at the same time reducing its flexibility with well-
intended but ill-conceived mandates will ultimately harm the search for cures and treatments intended to
benefit the American people. As you complete the appropriations process for fiscal year 2011, we urge
you to neither cut NIH funding nor prevent NIH from using its resources efficiently.

Sincerely,
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