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The American Statistical Association Released the Following Statement Regarding
Today’s Conviction of Andreas Georgiou for Violation of Duty

(August 1, 2017)

“We were disturbed to learn this morning of the conviction of Andreas Georgiou, the former
president of the Hellenic Statistical Authority (ELSTAT), on charges of violation of duty by an
appeals court in Greece. Dr. Georgiou was acquitted of these charges in December 2015; the
decision to retry him amounts to double-jeopardy. As noted in our March 27 letter to Alexis
Tsipras, Prime Minister of the Hellenic Republic, “There is widespread agreement among
statistical authorities that Dr. Georgiou compiled Greek public finance statistics in accordance
with EU rules and standards, with which Greece is obliged to comply, and that the charges
against him are baseless.” We reiterate the call that: “all remaining charges against Dr.
Georgiou and his former colleagues be dropped immediately. Under no circumstances can
criminal sanctions for developing and presenting independent and objective statistical data in a
credible way be justified.”
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