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About NCHS

�e National Center for Health 
Statistics provides statistical informa-
tion that will guide actions and policies 
to improve the health of the American 
people. As the nation�s principal health 
statistics agency, NCHS designs, 
develops, and maintains more than a 
dozen data systems that cover the full 
spectrum of health concerns. �ese 
data systems provide essential infor-
mation to policymakers, to medical 
researchers, and to others in the health 
community.

The center 
has two 

major types 
of data 

systems

Some of the NCHS data systems and 
surveys are ongoing annual systems, 
while others are conducted periodically 
at intervals. �e center has two major 
types of data systems: systems based on 
populations, containing data collected 
through personal interviews or exami-
nations, and systems based on records, 
containing data collected from vital 
and medical records.

Population -Based Surveys
National Health Interview Survey
National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey
National Survey of Family Growth
Longitudinal Study on Aging 

Records-Based Surveys
National Health Care Survey (NHCS), consists of a family 
of the following seven surveys: 

National Hospital Discharge Survey
National Ambulatory Medical Care Survey 
National Nursing Home Survey
National Hospital Ambulatory Medical Care Survey
National Survey of Ambulatory Surgery
National Home and Hospice Care Survey 
National Health Provider Inventory

National Vital Statistics System
Linked Files of Live Birth and Infant Death Records
National Maternal and Infant Health Survey
National Mortality Followback Survey
National Death Index

...improve 
the health 

of the 
American 

people

NCHS data systems can be used 
to pro�le the health of Americans; 
to track demographic shifts and 
trends; to monitor change in health 
and health care; to show relation-
ships between risk factors and health 
outcomes; and to provide information 
for prevention, evaluation, research, 

planning, and policy. �ey respond to changes in health 
care and in social and economic policies that a�ect health 
and health care. Most recently, emerging diseases, changes 
in health care delivery, and new directions in health policy 
have meant new data systems, new topics, and new meth-
ods of collecting and disseminating data.

To ful�ll its mission, NCHS works closely with other 
researchers, federal and state agencies, and academic  
institutions to determine and prioritize data needs for  
public health and to improve statistical methodology, 
establish statistical policy, coordinate statistical systems, 
and advance health statistics through research. �rough-
out these activities, NCHS continues to lead the way in 
providing accurate, relevant, and timely data.




