The Council of Texas Statisticians (COTS) sponsored an award at the Exxon-mobile Texas Science and Engineering Fair (EMTSEF).  The fair was held in San Antonio, Texas at the Henry B. Gonzales Convention Center on March 27.  The award was for “The Best Use of Statistics in a Science Project”.  A team of judges from the San Antonio Chapter of the American Statistical Association helped select three senior high division projects that showed excellence in the use and knowledge of statistical methods.  The volunteer judges were Keying Ye, Peter Olofsson, John Schoolfield, Chris Shang, and Howard Monroe.
First place and a $250 savings bond were awarded to Matthew Chang, from Westlake High School in Austin, for his project, “Simulating the Evolution of Camouflage Using Genetic Algorithms.”  Second place and a $150 savings bond were awarded to Eric Van Dyk, from Churchill High School in San Antonio, for his project, “Multi-tasking: Does Cell Phone Use Affect Performance.”  Third place and a $50 savings bond were awarded to the team of Juan Cano and Fernando Rosas, both from The High School of the Americas in El Paso, for their project, “The Riemann Zeta Function.”
Congratulations to all of the winners!

The SA ASA Chapter would like to thank all who volunteered to judge.  A special thanks goes to Howard Monroe for his work as chapter science fair judging coordinator. 
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Howard Monroe congratulates Matthew Chang for his first place award.
