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Abstract
Statistical agencies, such as the U.S. Census Bureau, often promise individual respondents that the information they provide will be held confidential and that no harm will come to them as a result of their participation in the survey or census.  These promises,  and the belief that that these promises will be kept,  are an important factor in the willingness of the public to participate in these data collections.   National statistical offices (NSOs) agencies also have an obligation to disseminate information about the data they collect without violating these promises.  The commitments to respect privacy and the obligation to disseminate information create significant tensions.  This talk will explore these tensions using two examples; the first is the recent dissemination of small area data on the Arab population in the United States and the second is the relocation of Japanese Americans in World War II.  Both examples illustrate the influence of public perception and the difficulties of resolving misconception.  In particular, the topic of dissemination also illustrates the power of unresolved issues from the past to influence the present.

The talk will also make suggestions on the  ethical responsibilities of both  NSOs and Chief Statisticians.  Finally the talk will examine the efficacy of the steps taken by the Census Bureau in both the recent case and in 1942.  
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