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Next Chapter Meeting, November 18th at UTSA  

You are invited to attend the November 2010 meeting of the San Antonio ASA Chapter.  We will begin gathering at 6:30 pm with the presentation starting at 7:00.   All interested persons may attend these Chapter meetings.  Please invite your fellow students, colleagues and coworkers.  A flyer is attached for your use.

Date:              Thursday, November 18th

Time:              7:00 pm (mixer at 6:30 pm)

Location:        Executive Conference Room BB 4.02.10

Business Building, UTSA Main Campus

Talk Title:       Sequential Calibration of Computer Models
Speaker:         Arun Kumar, PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of Mathematics, Trinity University
Parking:         Short-term paid parking spaces are located in the numbered spaces on the roof of the North Parking Garage.  For a campus map please visit:  http://utsa.edu/maps/1604/VisitorBrochureMap.pdf 

Abstract: In this talk I will present sequential methods to estimate calibration parameters of computer models. The goal is to find the values of the calibration parameters that bring a computer simulation into “best'' agreement with the data from a physical experiment. In the first step of the proposed methods, we fit separate Gaussian Stochastic Process (GaSP) models to the given data from physical and computer experiment.  The values of the calibration parameters that minimize the discrepancy between predictions from the two Gasp models are taken as the estimates. In the second step, the design point with the maximum potential of improving the estimates of the calibration parameters is identified. Computer experiment is conducted at this new design point. The first step is repeated with the augmented data set, the calibration parameters are re-estimated, and the next design point is determined. The method is repeated until the allocated budget for the design points is exhausted. Simulation results will be presented to illustrate the effectiveness of the sequential methods in achieving better estimation accuracy compared to the non-sequential methods available in the literature.

This is joint work with Dr. William Notz.

Janet Buckingham Wins ASA Founders Award  
San Antonio Chapter member Janet Buckingham (Southwest Research Institute) was honored with the ASA Founders Award at JSM 2010.  The award inscription reads: 

For extraordinary quality and quantity of involvement in ASA chapters, sections, and committees for more than 20 years; for collegial, diligent, and disciplined leadership of the Council of Sections Governing Board and the Section on Physical and Engineering Sciences; and for outstanding service to the San Antonio statistical community.  

Congratulations Janet!  See the JSM Highlights article in Amstat News at http://magazine.amstat.org/blog/2010/10/01/jsmhighlightsoct10/ .

STAT Act of 2010  
The Statistical Teaching, Aptitude and Training Act of 2010 (STAT Act of 2010) was introduced recently by Congressman Dave Loebsack (D-Iowa), and ASA is urging members of the House of Representatives to support H.R. 6355 by cosponsoring it.  In addition, ASA is encouraging its members to ask their Congressional representatives to support the bill.  The intent of the bill is to ensure that current and future students have the statistical skills necessary to live in our increasingly data-driven world.  In anticipation of this bill, the ASA began a statistical literacy grassroots campaign this past summer that encouraged members to meet with their U.S. representatives in their home district offices about statistical literacy.  


To see the press release: http://www.amstat.org/about/pressreleases/ASAUrgesSupportofStatLiteracyBill.pdf
For more information and to sign up, visit www.amstat.org/outreach/statliteracy. Contact ASA Director of Science Policy Steve Pierson (pierson@amstat.org) for more information. 

Upcoming Conferences in Texas  

South Central SAS Users Group Educational Forum, Austin, Texas, November 7-9, 2010.

http://www.scsug.org/  

American Evaluation Association Annual Conference, San Antonio, Texas, November 10-13, 2010.

www.eval.org/eval2010/default.asp
Fourth Annual Bayesian Biostatistics Conference, Houston, Texas, January 26-28, 2011..

biostatistics.mdanderson.org/BBC2011
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