	
	San Antonio ASA

Chapter Newsletter

October 2007

Volume 21, No. 1
	 

	
	American Statistical Association www.amstat.org/chapters/sanantonio/
	 

	
	


UTSA Doctoral Admission Information Sessions

The College of Business is hosting an information session about the Ph. D. program in Applied Statistics on Thursday, Oct. 18, 2007 in Rm. BB 2.06.04 from 6:00-8:00 PM.  See the PDF file attached to this newsletter.

The Graduate School is hosting a Doctoral Admission Information Session on Wednesday, October 24, 2007 from 6:00pm-7:30pm.  It will be located in the Biotechnology, Sciences and Engineering building in room 2.102.  The session will focus on the UTSA online application and preparing materials required for the doctoral application process. Students are welcome to RSVP online at www.utsa.edu/graduate/ 

Highlights of the session to include:

Online application

GRE/GMAT test preparation

Obtaining letters of recommendation

Do's and Don'ts on preparing a statement of purpose 

Resume/ curriculum vita writing 

Academic interviewing 

Other resources 

UTSA PhD in Applied Demography / Graduate Research Assistantships Available

The University of Texas at San Antonio, College of Public Policy, is accepting applicants for the PhD in Applied Demography program.  For more information about the program, admission requirements and assistantships please refer to the attached Word document.

Distinguished Lecture Series at UT Austin 

The newly formed Division of Statistics and Computational Science at the University of Texas at Austin is pleased to announce the commencement of a Distinguished Lecture Series. The series will feature a half dozen prominent statisticians each year. A snack buffet will be arranged at each seminar.

Professor Arnold Zellner from the University of Chicago will speak on "Information Theory and Statistics" on Friday, November 9, from 3:15-4:15 in GSB 3.130 (the McCombs School of Business).  More information is also available from the Division website    http://ssc.utexas.edu/lecture/lecture_info.html 

Statistical Graphics Course 

“Presenting Data and Information: A One-Day Course taught by Edward Tufte” is coming to Austin, December 10 and December 11, 2007 and Houston, December 6 and December 7, 2007.  Visit http://www.edwardtufte.com/tufte/courses for course information. 
2008 COTS in San Antonio 

The 2008 Conference of Texas Statisticians will be held here in San Antonio next spring.  The conference will be hosted by our San Antonio Chapter of the American Statistical Association.  Conference coordinator is Dr. Nandini Kannan, nandini.kannan@utsa.edu.   Tentative site will be University of Texas at San Antonio, Downtown Campus.  Watch this newsletter for more details as they become available.  Learn more about COTS at  http://www.amstat.org/chapters/ctstat/ .

Don Owen Award 2008 Call for Nominations

The San Antonio Chapter of the American Statistical Association presents the Don Owen Award to a statistician who embodies the three-fold accomplishments of Professor Donald B. Owen, who before his death in 1991 was Distinguished Professor of Statistics at Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas. Dr. Owen's illustrious career serves as the ideal against which nominees are evaluated for excellence in research, statistical consultation, and service to the statistical community. Among his accomplishments, Dr. Owen authored seven textbooks, seven monographs, and more than 75 articles in refereed journals; and trained 19 doctoral and master's students. He served as an applied statistician for ten years for the Sandia Corporation, and operated his own private consulting firm, specializing in quality control. Professor Owen was editor of Communications in Statistics for both Series A and B, associate editor of Technometrics and of JASA; and he edited over 50 textbooks, including many for Taylor & Francis.

The sponsor of this award, Taylor & Francis, promotes scientific research, supports educational programs, and rewards outstanding academic achievement in the sciences through its Awards Program. The San Antonio Chapter is currently accepting nominations for the 2008 Don Owen Award from ASA chapters nationwide. The nominee must be a member of the ASA, but is not required to be a member of the nominating chapter. In addition to a cover letter highlighting the accomplishments of the nominee, the nomination packet must contain the following supporting information:

1. Name of the Nominee

2. Degrees (titles, dates, schools)

3. Present position(s), followed by significant former positions (with dates)

4. List of major publications having statistical content

5. List of activities related to teaching and dissemination of statistical knowledge,

6. List of consulting activities related to statistical problems or editorial contributions, and

7. List of activities supporting the mission of the ASA and related professional organizations

To submit a nominee, send six copies of the nomination packet to David W. Smith, Ph.D., 13138 Queens Forest, San Antonio, TX  78230.  You may contact by telephone at 210- 562-5512 or e-mail at  smithd2@uthscsa.edu <mailto:smithd2@uthscsa.edu>   .  Please write "Owen Award" in the subject field. The deadline for nominations is February 15, 2008.

Upcoming Conferences in the Area 
2008 Bayesian Biostatistics, Houston, Texas, January 30-February 1, 2008

University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center

http://www.mdanderson.org/departments/biostats/  
SAS Global Forum (formerly SUGI), San Antonio, Texas, March 16-19, 2008

Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center

Registration begins December 3, 2007

http://support.sas.com/events/sasglobalforum/2008/index.html 

(COTS) Conference of Texas Statisticians 2008, San Antonio, Texas, Date To Be Decided

University of Texas at San Antonio, Downtown Campus

http://www.amstat.org/chapters/ctstat/
_________________________________________________
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The University of Texas at San Antonio College of Public Policy is 
accepting applicants for the Ph.D. in Applied Demography program.

About the program

The Ph.D. in Applied Demography is a multi-disciplinary degree offered through the Department of Demography and Organization Studies in the College of Public Policy at The University of Texas at San Antonio.  The program is offered in collaboration with the University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio and the San Antonio campus of the University of Texas School of Public Health. This unique partnership offers one of the top programs in the field of Applied Demography and addresses the growing national demand for individuals with doctoral training in the area of Applied Demography. 
The Ph.D. program provides two tracks in which students can specialize – Applied Demography and Health and Applied Demography and Policy.  

The Applied Demography and Health track prepares students to address the expanding education and research problems that are at the intersection of demography and health care.  Students in this area not only pursue careers in university-based medical centers, health science centers, and social science departments but also in health care areas in the private sector such as marketing and planning.

The Applied Demography and Policy track prepares students to work in the area of applied social demography.  Students are trained to examine the effects of demographic factors on policy—both private and public. Students trained in this track are prepared to pursue academic careers as well as careers in national and corporate settings, such as marketing, advertising and policy.  Special emphasis is placed on research and policy in large local, state, and federal agencies.  Both tracks focus training in research and statistical methodology necessary in an applied setting.

Admission Requirements

To be admitted to the Ph.D. program, candidates must satisfy the university-wide requirements for admission to graduate programs and submit their applications for admission along with supporting documentation no later than February 1, 2008.  Applications are accepted for fall entry only and must be completed online through UTSA’s Graduate School Website at http://utsa.edu/graduate/.  
In addition, students are required to complete a departmental application which can be accessed at http://www.utsa.edu/copp/Demography/degreeprograms/forms.html.  Supporting documentation must include official transcripts of all undergraduate and graduate work completed; GRE scores (taken within the past 5 years); three letters of recommendation; a letter of application that describes the candidate’s objectives related to the Ph.D. program and background.  International students from non-English speaking countries must also submit a score of at least 550 on the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) taken within the last two calendar years.

Assistantships

An application for an assistantship can be made by completing an application form available from the department office and/or the departmental website.   In addition, to be considered for an assistantship, the student must indicate interest in receiving an assistantship on Part 3 of the online graduate school application.  Assistantships are granted on a competitive basis for qualified students. It is anticipated that assistantships will be available for most students entering the program.  The current remuneration is in the amount of $15,000 per annum and additional tuition and fee based scholarships are sponsored by the Institute of Demographic and Socio-Economic Research located at The University of Texas at San Antonio.

