
Lessons learned from Internet dissemination
of confidential farm survey results: USDA’s
Agricultural Resource Management Survey

Mitchell J. Morehart

Third International Conference on Establishment Surveys
Survey Methods for Businesses, Farms, and Institutions (ICES III)

Montreal, Quebec, Canada

June 18-21, 2007



Presentation Objectives

• Describe the Agricultural Resource Management Survey (ARMS)

• Initial System Development

• Peer Review and Prototype Validation

• System Performance

• Future Enhancements
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What is the Agricultural Resource Management
Survey?

ARMS is USDAs primary survey for the annual collection of data

from farm operators about their:

• Farm ownership, governance, management, and performance

• Choice of practices, inputs, and expenditures to produce crop and

livestock commodities

• Household demographic attributes, economic and financial activi-

ties
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Program Activities Supported by ARMS

• Responding to Mandates: Income for farms, Costs for Commodities,

Status of Family Farms

• Support for U.S. National Economic Accounts (GDP, Personal

Income)

• Providing Data to Respond to USDA Policies and Programs

• Enabling Research to Inform Decision Makers on a Variety of Issues
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