
Why Generate Federal Statistics?
Businesses, governments, researchers and investors across the 
United States rely heavily on the availability of federal statistics 
to inform critical decisions. Here are a few of the innumerable 
activities reliant on the data only the Federal Government can 
effectively provide:

How Does the System Work?

The federal statistical system is decentralized 
across the federal government with 13 primary 
statistical agencies and approximately 100 
statistical offices. Operating out of the U.S. Office 
of Management and Budget (OMB), the Chief 
Statistician provides coordination, guidance and 
oversight for the designated agencies.

How are Data Collected?

Federal statistical agencies collect information 
using a variety of methods; however, surveys are 
one of the most common collection tools. From 
planning to data release, the statistical community 
maintains rigorous standards for quality and 
integrity in every aspect of survey methodology.
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