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Preparing a successful National Science Foundation (NSF) CAREER 
proposal can be a daunting task, especially since only a maximum 
of three submissions is allowed. I will share my own experiences 
with this process. Specifically, I will outline the failures of the first 
submission, the value of preparing the best you can every time, 
and learning from an unsuccessful proposal. Then, I will share 
how all these helped me prepare a successful proposal.   

 
 

More information about resources for graduate students and funding opportunities more generally is available 

at www.amstat.org/ASA/Your-Career/External-Funding-Sources.aspx, a web page of the American Statistical 

Association maintained by the ASA Committee on Funded Research.  

 

Ana-Maria Staicu is associate professor in the department of statistics at North Carolina State University. 

Her research interests are primarily in functional data analysis, longitudinal data analysis, nonparametric 

statistics, and brain imaging analysis with applications to brain tractography studies of MS, wearable 

computing, animal studies, and environmental studies. She is a recipient of an NSF CAREER Award. 
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