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NIH’s mission is to seek 
fundamental knowledge 
about the nature and 
behavior of living systems 
and the application of that 
knowledge to enhance 
health, lengthen life, and 
reduce illness and disability

NIH - Turning Discovery Into Health
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CSR’s Mission

To ensure that NIH grant applications 
receive fair, independent, expert, and 
timely scientific reviews - free from 
inappropriate influences - so NIH can 
fund the most promising research.

Interested in how CSR is addressing bias in review? 
https://public.csr.nih.gov/AboutCSR/Address-Bias-in-Peer-Review

https://public.csr.nih.gov/AboutCSR/Address-Bias-in-Peer-Review
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CSR is the gateway for NIH grant applications

• The Center for Scientific Review (CSR) 
receives all NIH grant applications

• Assigns applications to CSR or NIH institute 
scientific review groups for the level I 
review of scientific merit

• Assigns applications to one or more NIH 
institutes or centers for the level II funding 
review

• Administers the level I review of scientific  
merit of most NIH research applications 
(76% of all NIH grant applications = 
~61,000 applications a year)
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Your application could be funded by one of 24 NIH 
institutes or centers (ICs)
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The NIH application review process: 2 levels

An application is assigned based on:

For the level I review to a scientific review group ─
Specific, published review guidelines for each review group
Suggestions made in the Assignment Request Form are considered

For the level II funding review to an institute or center ─
Overall mission and guidelines of the IC
Specific programmatic mandates and interests of the IC
Applications can only be assigned to ICs participating in the FOA 
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http://www.csr.nih.gov

Finding study sections to suggest

Assisted Referral Tool (ART)
Keyword search

http://public.csr.nih.gov/


8

https://public.csr.nih.gov/StudySections

Browsing guidelines of study sections

https://public.csr.nih.gov/StudySections
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https://report.nih.gov/#

Finding which study sections reviewed prior applications

https://report.nih.gov/


10

• Suggest assignments 
(study section and 
institute or center)

• Identify potential conflicts 
of interest for reviewers

• List areas of expertise 
needed to review the 
application

Assignment Request Form (ARF)
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The review cycle of an NIH grant application

Managed by a Scientific Review 
Officer (SRO)
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Check the status of your application in the application folder in 
your eRA Commons account
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Check the status of your application in the application folder in 
your eRA Commons account
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• Critiques from assigned reviewers
• Scores for each review criterion
• Administrative notes by SRO if any
• Program officer contact information

If your application was discussed at the meeting, also:
• An overall impact/priority score, and in some cases percentile ranking
• A summary of the panel discussion

Questions about the summary statement? 
The assigned program officer has the primary responsibility to answer 
questions about the completed application review and preparing a new 
application. 

The summary statement of the level I application review
contains:
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Reporting concerns about review bias or integrity
With ~1.5K meetings, ~65K apps, ~18K reviewers, ~200K critiques annually, mistakes will occur

For issues related to respectful interactions, 
bias or anything else that could affect the 
fairness of the review process, contact your 
SRO or the CSR Associate 
Director of Diversity & 
Workforce Development at
G.Fosu_AssocDir@csr.nih.gov.

Gabriel Fosu, Ph.D. 

Existing CSR policy regarding a 
potentially flawed/biased review 

Assessment by CSR management – is it a 
flawed review?

• Yes - CSR re-reviews the 
application in the same council 
round

• No – CSR refers PI to program 
officers for guidance on council 
appeal processFor issues related to review integrity, contact 

your SRO, or the CSR Review Integrity Officer 
at csrrio@mail.nih.gov, or the NIH Review Policy 
Officer at reviewpolicyofficer@mail.nih.gov.

mailto:G.Fosu_AssocDir@csr.nih.gov
mailto:csrrio@mail.nih.gov
mailto:reviewpolicyofficer@mail.nih.gov
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• Demonstrated scientific expertise, research support
• Mature judgment and breadth of perspective
• Work effectively in a group context
• Impartiality
• Inclusion of women and racial, ethnic minority scientists
• Geographic distribution
• Doctoral degree or equivalent 

SROs seek reviewers who are recognized experts in their fields 



www.csr.nih.gov/ecr

Jumpstart your career: 
CSR Early Career Reviewer Program

Requirements and application:

http://www.csr.nih.gov/ecr
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CSR’s Division of AIDS, Behavioral and Population Sciences (DABP) 
Epidemiology and Population Health (EPH) review branch overview

Health States

Data/MethodsExposure
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CSR’s Division of AIDS, Behavioral and Population Sciences (DABP) 
Epidemiology and Population Health (EPH) review branch 

study sections
•Aging, Injury, Musculoskeletal, & Rheumatologic Disorders
•Analytics & Statistics for Population Research panel A
•Analytics & Statistics for Population Research panel B
•Cancer & Hematologic Disorders
•Cardiovascular & Respiratory Diseases
•Kidney, Endocrine & Digestive Disorders
•Lifestyle & Health Behaviors
•Neurological, Mental & Behavioral Health
•Population-based Research in Infectious Disease
•Reproductive, Perinatal & Pediatric Health
•Social & Environmental Determinants of Health
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CSR DABP EPH data/methods study sections

• Analytics and Statistics for Population Research panel A (ASPA)
• Applications focused on biological or biomarker data from 

human population health studies including omics studies and 
clinical trials 

• Analytics and Statistics for Population Research panel B (ASPB)
• Applications focused on observational, environmental, 

infectious disease, or social/behavioral data and modeling 
approaches for application to human population health

https://public.csr.nih.gov/StudySections/DABP/EPH/ASPA
https://public.csr.nih.gov/StudySections/DABP/EPH/ASPB
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• Webinars - Early Career Reviewer Panel Q&A and Grants 101 -
https://public.csr.nih.gov/NewsAndPolicy/PeerReviewVideos

• Sample applications at https://www.niaid.nih.gov/grants-
contracts/sample-applications

Useful resources

https://public.csr.nih.gov/NewsAndPolicy/PeerReviewVideos
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/grants-contracts/sample-applications
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NIH Office of 
Extramural 
Research

http://grants.nih.gov/

NIH Center for Scientific Review

http://www.csr.nih.gov

Key NIH grant application and review web-pages

http://grants.nih.gov/
http://www.csr.nih.gov/
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