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NIH - Turning Discovery Into Health

N I TURNING DISCOVERY
INTO HEALTH

LLS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAMN SERVICES » NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH

NIH’s mission is to seek
fundamental knowledge
about the nature and
behavior of living systems
and the application of that
knowledge to enhance
health, lengthen life, and
reduce illness and disability




CSR’s Mission

To ensure that NIH grant applications

receive fair, independent, expert, and
timely scientific reviews - free from
inappropriate influences - so NIH can

Center for -
Scientific Review fund the most promising research.

Interested in how CSR is addressing bias in review?
https://public.csr.nih.gov/AboutCSR/Address-Bias-in-Peer-Review
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https://public.csr.nih.gov/AboutCSR/Address-Bias-in-Peer-Review

CSR is the gateway for NIH grant applications

« The Center for Scientific Review (CSR)
receives all NIH grant applications

« Assigns applications to CSR or NIH institute
scientific review groups for the level |
review of scientific merit

» Assigns applications to one or more NIH
institutes or centers for the level Il funding

review
NINDS NIGMS NCATS NIA
ook e - Administers the level | review of scientific
NINR NIAMS merit of most NIH research applications
N Setentific MWK (76% of all NIH grant applications =
NIEHS Review NHLBI

~61,000 applications a year)

NIDCD NHGRI

NLM NICHD

NCCH NIDDK
FIC \iBiB NIDA NCMHD
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Your application could be funded by one of 24 NIH
institutes or centers (ICs)

National Institute on
Aging

National Institute on
Alcohol Abuse and
Alcoholism

NIH Office of the Director

National Institute on
Allergy and Infectious
Diseases

=
National Institute
of Arthritis and
Musculoskeletal and
Skin Diseases

National Cancer Institute

]
Eunice Kennedy Shriver
National Institute of
Child Health and Human
Development

|
National Institute on
Deafness and Other
Communication
Disorders

|
National Institute on

Dental and Craniofacial
Research

National Institute of
Diabetes and Digestive
and Kidney Diseases

National Institute on
Drug Abuse

National Institute of
Environmental Health
Sciences

National Eye Institute

National Institute
of General Medical
Sciences

National Heart, Lung,
and Blood Institute

National Human
Genome Research
Institute

National Institute of
Mental Health

|
National Institute of
Neurological Disorders
and Stroke

National Institute of
Nursing Research

]
National Institute of
Biomedical Imaging and
Bioengineering

- |
National Center for

Complementary and
Integrative Health

John E. Fogarty
International Center

- |
National Center for

Advancing Translational
Research

National Library of
Medicine

National Institute on
Minority Health and
Health Disparities

Center for
Scientific Review

Clinical Center

Center for Information
Technology

Center for Scientific
Review

Funding ICO

Non-Funding ICO
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The NIH application review process: 2 levels

Applicant

Grant
Application Kit

Scientific
Review Group

Summary
Statement

Institute/Center
Advisory Council

A

An application is assigned based on:

For the level | review to a scientific review group —
Specific, published review guidelines for each review group
Suggestions made in the Assignment Request Form are considered

For the level Il funding review to an institute or center —

Overall mission and guidelines of the IC
Specific programmatic mandates and interests of the IC
Applications can only be assigned to ICs participating in the FOA

Center for
Scientific Review




Finding study sections to suggest

Center for What are you searching for? Q
Scientific Review

For Applicants | For Reviewers | News & Policy | Study Sections | Review Panels & Dates | About CSR

Need a study section Join CSR’s leadership We’re hiring SROs!
recommendation? Try team: we are hiring for
CSR’s Assisted Referral a Director, Division of

Tool (ART) Receipt and Referral

Enter Keyv-.ford or Title 0P = Use the Assisted Referral Tool ¥

Assisted Referral Tool (ART)
Keyword search
http://www.csr.nih.gov

Center for
Scientific Review



http://public.csr.nih.gov/

NIH

Center for
Scientific Review

Study Sections

Browsing guidelines of study sections

Applications are reviewed in study sections (Scientific Review Group,
SRG). Review Branches (RBs) are clusters of study sections based on

scientific discipline.

Find a Study Section

L Use the Assisted Referral Tool 3

Review Branches

Review activities of the Center for
Scientific Review [CSR) are organized into
Revizw Branches [RBs). Each RE
represents a cluster of study sections
around 3 genaral scientific arsa.
Applications generally are assigned first
to an RE, and then to a specific study
section within that RE for evaluation of

scientific merit.

Chartered Study
Sections

Rewisws maost investigator-initiated
research applications (R0, ROZ, R21, R15,
and ¥s). Chartered study sections are
those with both regular and temporary

members.

Small Business
Innovation

Research and
Technology Transfer
Research Study Sections

Recurring special emphasiz panels (SEPs)
review Small Business Innovation
Reszearch (SEIR) and Technology Transfer
Research applications (STTR). They
include only tempaorary members,
recruited based on expertise needed for

each mesting.

Fellowship Study
Sections

Recurring specizl emphasis panels [3EFs)
review individual fellowship grant
spplications - F30, F31, F32, F33.

k' mamsbars are recryitad hasad

All Other CSR Study
Sections (Special
Emphasis Panel)

Other one-time or recurring Special

Emphasis Panels (SEPs) are hald to

HIV/AIDS Research

HIV/AIDS-relzted grant applications are

reviewed on an expedited cycle.

https://public.csr.nih.gov/StudySections



https://public.csr.nih.gov/StudySections

Finding which study sections reviewed prior applications

RePORT
Research Portfolio Online Reporting Tools

Matchmaker

Enter abstracts or other scientific text and Matchmaker will return lists of similar projects from RePORTER or program officials
associated with those projects. These matches are based on the terms and concepts used in the submitted text. Matchmaker
summarizes the projects by the program official, institute or center, review panel, and activity code.

Find a Match

°o@ of

RePORTER Matchmaker Awards by Location Categorical Spending NIH Data Book

https://report.nih.gov/#

Center for
Scientific Review



https://report.nih.gov/

Assighnment Request Form (ARF)

L]
S ggest assignments N— e a =
u v oo steren
° Fumding Opponunty Numter. |
(stu dy section and e
L] [ ]
Institute or center —————————
T o Mo i S b o an awrding oomgonae (@ NI ST astsgrerenl U T ek bk bo abeniity (he dpe o
wew It wod el § e n B booes o “Sug pesled Awertng Corpereris” 81 wapgedkcrs - T e gy ™
ETRLEA abou Amaring Campss 5 o b Bl AT i h Qe ira fsiphg, e ——
-
[ [ [ Shatdy Sacton &uugrrment g geehimes oohoad
e I e tl Ote tla CO ICtS ! i Mt @ Sapgeation fr o & ! L] L. uss the £ iy & Sy So0t E Hes $hon anbees ialos Voo Tt §0ely St
sty Sectorn T Fererer @ bpphers porerheses and seces S5 wppelons wil e tocseteed lrsara ol a ) dusgreed s pae i b ot
For momrpls, srvier TAWE ¢ you wis 0 seQgest susgermee! @ the WM Cancer Woeos e Pathobology study secton o "G SHGWRC d yo wh b0 nag el
[ [ ] Haatrrare Darsary = Mehodocges SIRST TR pensd for iricrmstos,
BupIetng Sy Sectons
Edeh aotry & Bied & b
for anmig ]

 List areas of expertise
needed to review the
application

Center for
Scientific Review




The review cycle of an NIH grant application

Center for Scientific Review Level | Review: Level Il Review:
Division of Receipt and Referral Study Section Institute or Center
Assigns to Institute(s) and Review Group SRO Recruits and Assigns Reviewers

2 weeks 2.4 weeks Evaluates Relevance to Research Priorities

Reviews for Scientific Merit Council Recommends Action

4-6 weeks
Meets Funding Decision by IC Director
1-2 days 2-4 months

Score Release
~3 days

SRO Produces Summary Statement
~30 days

|

Managed by a Scientific Review
Officer (SRO)

Center for
Scientific Review




Check the status of your application in the application folder in

your eRA Commons account

Contacts

Administration: Scientific Review

Administrator(SRO))
Name:

Phone:

Email:

Administration: Program Official
(PO)

Name:

Phone:

Email: :

Latest Update

Application Source: Grants.gov
FOA: [PA16-160] - NIH Resea
Project Grant (Parent RQ 3

Hours: Mon-Fri, TAM-8PM
EDIT/EST

Web: hitp://grants nih.gov/support
Toll-free: 866-504-9552
Phone: 301-402-7469

Contact initiated outside of business
hours via Web or voice mail will be

returned the next business day.

Status Information @

1R01 DK111624-01A1

Status: Scientific Review Group review
pending. Refer any questions to the
Scientific Review Administrator.

Pl Name:

© Status

© Other Relevant Documents
© Additions for Review

© Review

© Institute/Center Assignment
© Status History

© Reference Letter(s)

Project Title:

NIH Appl. ID:

Expand All = Collapse All

Application ID: 1 R01 DK 00000-01

NIH

Center for
Scientific Review




Check the status of your application in the application folder in
your eRA Commons account

Contacts Status Information @

Fitter

Administration: Scientific Review

Administrator(SRO)) 1 R01 DK111624-01A1

Name:

Phone: Status: Scientific Review Group review
Email: pending. Refer any questions to the

Scientific Review Administrator.

Administration: Program Official e
(PO)

Name:

Phone:

Email: ; © Status

© Other Relevant Documents

Latest Update e §
pd © Additions for Review
Application Source: Grants.gov
FOA: [PA16-160] - NIH Reseagcs
Project Grant (Parent R

© Review
© Institute/Center Assignment
© Status History

© Reference Letter(s)

Hours: Mon-Fri, TAM-8PM
EDIT/EST

Web: hitp://grants. nih.gov/support
Toll-free: 866-504-9552
Phone: 301-402-7469

Contact initiated outside of business
hours via Web or voice mail will be
returned the next business day.

Expand Al Collapse Al

Project Title:
NIH Appl. ID: Application ID: 1 R01 DK 00000-01
L
© Review
Application Study Section Advisory Council (AC)
Award Document Number: Scientific Review Group: CADOC
Council Meeting Date
FSR Accepted Code: N (YYYY/MM): 2017/10
Snap Indicator Code: Meeting Date: 06/14/2017
Impact Score: Meeting Time: 08:00
Percentile:

Early Stage Investigator
Eligible: Y

New Investigator Eligible:

Eligible for FFATA Reporting:
Yes

Center for
Scientific Review




The summary statement of the level | application review
contains:

 Critiques from assigned reviewers

» Scores for each review criterion

« Administrative notes by SRO if any
* Program officer contact information

If your application was discussed at the meeting, also:
« An overall impact/priority score, and in some cases percentile ranking
« A summary of the panel discussion

Questions about the summary statement?

The assigned program officer has the primary responsibility to answer
qguestions about the completed application review and preparing a new
application.

S
Center for
Scientific Review
A==




Reporting concerns about review bias or integrity

With ~1.5K meetings, ~65K apps, ~18K reviewers, ~200K critiques annually, mistakes will occur

For issues related to respectful interactions, Existing CSR policy regarding a
bias or anything else that could affect the potentially flawed/biased review
fairness of the review process, contact your

Assessment by CSR management - is it a

SRO or the CSR Associate )
flawed review?

Director of Diversity &
Workforce Development at
G.Fosu_AssocDir@csr.nih.gov.

* Yes - CSR re-reviews the
application in the same council

‘- round
* No - CSR refers Pl to program

Gabiriel Fosu, Ph.D.

officers for guidance on council

For issues related to review integrity, contact appeal process

your SRO, or the CSR Review Integrity Officer
at csrrio@mail.nih.gov, or the NIH Review Policy
Officer at reviewpolicyofficer@mail.nih.gov.

Center for
Scientific Review
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SROs seek reviewers who are recognized experts in their fields

Demonstrated scientific expertise, research support
Mature judgment and breadth of perspective

Work effectively in a group context

Impartiality

Inclusion of women and racial, ethnic minority scientists
Geographic distribution

Doctoral degree or equivalent




U.S. Department of Health & Human Servic

Center for
Scientific Review

Jumpstart your career:
CSR Early Career Reviewer Program

Requirements and application:
www.csr.nih.gov/ecr



http://www.csr.nih.gov/ecr

CSR’s Division of AIDS, Behavioral and Population Sciences (DABP)
Epidemiology and Population Health (EPH) review branch overview

e
Center fol
Scie:trificrﬂeview
0




CSR’s Division of AIDS, Behavioral and Population Sciences (DABP)
Epidemiology and Population Health (EPH) review branch

study sections

*Aging, Injury, Musculoskeletal, & Rheumatologic Disorders

*Analytics & Statistics for Population Research panel A

*Analytics & Statistics for Population Research panel B

*Cancer & Hematologic Disorders

*Cardiovascular & Respiratory Diseases

*Kidney, Endocrine & Digestive Disorders

Lifestyle & Health Behaviors

*Neurological, Mental & Behavioral Health

*Population-based Research in Infectious Disease

*Reproductive, Perinatal & Pediatric Health

*Social & Environmental Determinants of Health

Center for
Scientific Revie W




CSR DABP EPH data/methods study sections

« Analytics and Statistics for Population Research panel A (ASPA)

» Applications focused on biological or biomarker data from
human population health studies including omics studies and
clinical trials

« Analytics and Statistics for Population Research panel B (ASPB)

* Applications focused on observational, environmental,
infectious disease, or social/behavioral data and modeling
approaches for application to human population health

Center for
Scientific Review



https://public.csr.nih.gov/StudySections/DABP/EPH/ASPA
https://public.csr.nih.gov/StudySections/DABP/EPH/ASPB

Useful resources

*  Webinars - Early Career Reviewer Panel Q&A and Grants 101 -
https://public.csr.nih.gov/NewsAndPolicy/PeerReviewVideos

« Sample applications at https://www.niaid.nih.gov/grants-
contracts/sample-applications

Webinars

Grants 101 & Early
Career Reviewer
oS Program

Early Career Reviewer (ECR) Panel Q & A

Monday - May 24, 2021
Meet the Panelists

View the Recording April 14, 2021

Slides * . Recording

Questions Submitted & Answers Slides

i Q & A Portion

About NIAID

5

Sample Applications

racts > Apply for a Grant

O ® O O
Find a Funding Apply fora Grant After Submitting Manage Your
Determine Eligibility > Opportunity an Application Award
e Sample Applications & M
Application # a p e pp Ica Ions ore

Plan Your Budget &

Several NIAID investigators have graciously agreed to share their exceptional

Center for
Scientific Review
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https://public.csr.nih.gov/NewsAndPolicy/PeerReviewVideos
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/grants-contracts/sample-applications

Key NIH grant application and review web-pages

off U5 Department of Health & Human Senvices Latest COC Conid 19 Info. MHStR  Saff Directory Cartact 057

For Applicants ‘ For Reviewers | Mews & Policy | Study Sections | Review Panels & Dates | About CSR

NIH Center for Scientific Review

http://www.csr.nih.gov

Need a study section Join CSR’s leadership We’re hiring SROs!
recommendation? Try team: we are hiring for
CSR’s Assisted Referral 3 Nirector. Division of

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services National Institutes of Health

m GRANTS & FUNDING Search this Site Q

NIH Central Resource for Grants and Funding Information eRA | NIH Staff @ | Glossary | FAQs | Help

d HOME ABOUT GRANTS FUNDING POLICY & COMPLIANCE NEWS & EVENTS ABOUT OER

(£ Howrorwny NIH Office of
rIj\cI);VI-AIWSil::bilceantific Data 4 @ Find Grant EXtra mura |
e Funding Research

! . O\ Funded
R Research -orm) http://grants.nih.gov/

Sharing Site

A comprehensive resource on sharing
and accessing scientific data

Center for
Scientific Review
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