May 1, 2017

The Honorable Robert Goodlatte
Chair, Judiciary Committee
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20215

The Honorable John Conyers
Ranking Member, Judiciary Committee
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20215

The Honorable Charles Grassley
Chair, Judiciary Committee
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
Ranking Member, Judiciary Committee
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Goodlatte, Ranking Member Conyers, Chairman Grassley, and Ranking Member
Feinstein,
With the Office of Justice Programs (OJP) due for reauthorization, we write to urge two
provisions be included to strengthen the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) in its mission to
“collect, process, analyze, and disseminate accurate and timely information on crime and the
administration of justice and to assist States and localities to improve criminal justice recordkeeping.”
BJS data provide a strong foundation for DOJ policy and administration. Over the last several
years, the DOJ has strengthened institutional arrangements that protect BJS autonomy, help the
agency fend off unwarranted influence, and ensure BJS has the last word in the collection and
dissemination of criminal and juvenile justice statistics. We applaud these developments and
urge they be continued.
With OJP due for reauthorization, we ask that two provisions be included to complement these
institutional arrangements and further bolster BJS autonomy. Specifically, we urge Senate
confirmation for the BJS director—removed in 2012—be restored and that the director’s status
be changed from serving at the will of the president to serving a fixed term of at least four years,
staggered from the presidential election.
It is imperative that policy discussions about the often-contentious issues regarding crime and
justice be informed by statistical data trusted by the public to be objective, valid, and reliable. As
a 2015 letter signed by 20 former statistical agency heads states, “All sides of a policy debate
should be able to look to the statistical data as objective and high quality. Any perception that the
data have been influenced by a partisan perspective undermines the policy making and its
administration.”
To ensure BJS data are viewed as objective and of highest quality, BJS must be seen as an
independent statistical agency wherein data collection, analysis, and dissemination are under the
sole control of the BJS. A statistical agency’s independence is greatly aided by presidential
appointment and Senate confirmation because of the vetting and prestige it provides. The
combination of the two—presidential appointment and Senate confirmation (PASC)—is
especially important for establishing the director as independent and fully qualified. The fixed
and staggered term further ensures both independence and a fully qualified director—because of

the possibility of serv
ving differen
nt administraations. In adddition, the P
PASC processs ensures thhe
director will
w have a stronger
s
voicce within DO
OJ and OJP tto articulate budget and human resouurce
needs to protect the long-term
l
req
quirements of
o statistical series and th
the infrastruccture
underpin
nning the more than 60 national statisstical prograams on crimee and justicee for which ddata
must be collected
c
fro
om several th
housand statee, local, andd tribal agenccies, offices, and instituttions.
The stren
ngth and auto
onomy of a federal
f
statisstical agencyy for which w
we advocatee are in
accordan
nce with the National
N
Accademy of Scciences’ Prinnciples and P
Practices for a Federal
Statistica
al Agency—tthe fourth an
nd fifth editions of whichh have been endorsed byy the ASA B
Board
of Directtors—and neew guidance from the Offfice of Mannagement andd Budget (O
OMB) directiive
for federaal statistical agencies (w
www.gpo.govv/fdsys/pkg/F
FR-2014-12--02/pdf/20144-28326.pdf)), as
well as th
he Departmeent of Justicee’s Scientificc and Researrch Integrityy Policy. Indeeed, we
understan
nd DOJ was due to send
d OMB a report on its im
mplementatioon of this new
w guidance. We
hope you
u will review
w this report.
The Ameerican Statisttical Associaation—the oldest
o
scientiific professioonal society in the Uniteed
States—h
has 19,000 members
m
in government,
g
, industry, annd academiaa. The ASA hhas a proud
tradition of service to
o statistician
ns, quantitativ
ve scientistss, and users oof statistics aacross a weaalth
of academ
mic areas an
nd application
ns. Among our
o many coommittees is the Committtee on Law and
Justice Statistics, which is devoteed to BJS isssues.
nguage explicitly confirm
ming the inddependence oof the bureauu’s
In short, we support statutory lan
BJS director for a fixed tterm staggered
leadershiip and restorring the Senaate confirmaation of the B
from the presidentiall cycle. This provides periodic infusiion of fresh eeyes and new
w thinking oon the
ever-chan
nging naturee of crime an
nd justice in the United S
States, whilee simultaneously insulatiing
the agenccy from political pressurre or interferrence.
Thank yo
ou for your consideration
c
n..
Sincerely
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Director,, Bureau of Justice
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Willliam Sabol
Direector, Bureauu of Justice Statistics, 200152016
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Direector, Bureauu of Justice Statistics, 200062008

Barry D. Nussbaum
Presidentt, American Statistical Association
A
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